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Introduction
Confident understanding and use of the
English language, in speaking and listening,
reading and writing, is important for success
and achievement. Vital skills in basic literacy,
including spelling, punctuation and grammar,
must be developed and reinforced by
teachers working with pupils in Key Stage
2, so that they can move from primary to
secondary education with the ability to express
themselves clearly and accept new challenges
in all subjects and areas of learning.

Learning literacy through
drama
Literacy skills are relevant to every interaction
in a person’s life and need not only be learned
at a desk, but may be explored and developed
through drama. Dramatic activities are visual,
auditory and kinaesthetic and suit all types
of learner. Too often, the more practical
methods of teaching are reserved for those
pupils who need extra support, or are hard to
engage or challenging to work with, but, just
because a pupil is able to learn skills from a
book, that doesn’t mean that it is the best or
only way for him to learn. Opportunities to
experience literacy and absorb ideas, skills and
understanding through speech, movement
and social interactions benefit all pupils and
encourage them to feel, understand and
remember on a deeper level, so that they may
retain and draw on their stored knowledge
whenever they need it in the future.

In groups and as individuals
Teachers’ knowledge and understanding
of individual pupils, and of their levels of
ability and preferred learning methods, will
enable them to use the activities in this book
appropriately to offer useful and productive
learning experiences for them all. Pupils
may access the activities in their own ways
and at their own levels, allowing a whole
class to learn together despite a wide range
of abilities. Mixed year group classes may

particularly benefit from this approach. Smaller
groups may also be taught separately to allow
greater reinforcement of certain skills or more
stimulation and challenge for particular pupils
as appropriate.

Through games and activities
Pupils will learn more and retain their
knowledge and understanding more easily if
they are encouraged to use their imaginations
to develop concepts and ideas in their own
ways and to make activities relevant to
themselves, their lives and their interests.
The clearly explained ideas and suggested
extensions in this book will provide inspiration
and save time for busy teachers. The games
and activities offer enough opportunities for
healthy competition between individuals and
groups and for pupils to challenge themselves,
but emphasize working together so that
everybody may learn, making the learning of
literacy through drama constructive – and fun –
for all pupils.

Preparing for learning
It is ideal to have access to a hall or another
large clear room for most of the activities, but
it is also possible to work in a classroom or
smaller group area, simply by moving furniture
back and rearranging the space. When the
weather is good enough, many of the games
may also be played outside in a playground or
garden.
Many of the activities suggest making letters,
words or parts of words on cards. Any type
of card or paper may be used and, when
necessary, the words may be attached to a wall
with sticky tape, pins or Blu-tack. Stickers are
sometimes suggested, but paper and sticky
tape could be substituted if preferred. Teachers
may choose to type and print their words,
photocopy them, laminate them or provide
them in a variety of colours, but, unless there
is time and money to spare, there is no real
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need to do more than write clearly with a black
marker pen. The quality and enthusiasm of the
teaching is much more important to the pupils’
learning than the quality of the props.

words that they particularly want to include
in their pupils’ learning. They may then use
this information when choosing activities or
planning lists of words to make.

Often, it is valuable to involve the pupils in an
activity right from the beginning, by inviting
them to help to make the letters and words that
they need. A well-organized, busy classroom
can create more resources more quickly than
a teacher sitting alone. It also produces more
interested pupils, who are motivated to learn
and absorb the concepts being explored.

It will be obvious that some of the activities
are grouped together to explore, develop and
extend one general topic, such as different
types of word endings, or commas, or plurals.
However, all of the activities are self-contained
and may be used in any order and any number
of times, with groups of any size or ability.

Some of the activities require some preparation
using resources readily available in a school,
such as story and poetry books or dictionaries.
Devoting a literacy session to these in the
classroom during the preceding day or week
will enable pupils to fully understand and
develop the drama activity. Other games need
no preparation at all and can be used when
time is short or to provide a stimulating break
for pupils between more sedentary activities.
As a teacher uses this book and becomes
familiar with it, he or she will be easily able
to select appropriate and useful activities for
different times.

Developing and retaining
knowledge
It is through regular exposure to words –
looking at them, handling them, searching
for them, moving them around, putting them
together, pulling them apart, saying them
aloud, discussing them, problem solving with
them, miming and acting them, guessing them,
changing them and playing games with them
– that pupils will learn to read and write them,
understand and remember them and use them
confidently. Within a stimulating but relaxed
environment containing drama, chatting and
laughter, they will develop a rich vocabulary
and a love of words that makes using language
a pleasure.

Teachers may find it useful to keep a notebook
in which they jot down any concepts that their
classes are struggling to remember and any
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