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Preface
This resource book is designed to complement 100+ Fun Ideas for
Practising Modern Foreign Languages in the Primary Classroom, which
are appropriate for young learners in their initial stages of learning a
modern foreign language.
The ideas in this book are designed to provide practice in using
and understanding more complex language. By learning how to
manipulate and decode language, recognizing how language can
be learnt and practised, as well as how this newly-learnt language
functions at sentence level, the pupils will realize that languages can
be mastered and this is empowering. The activities in this book enable
creative communication and will give young learners a feeling of
ownership of the language being learnt.
All these activities can be used to work towards the Year 5 or Year 6
objectives in the ‘Key Stage 2 Framework for Language Objectives’
(see page 8). They are suitable for most languages and for a wide
range of topics. The resources required to set up most of the activities
are those found in the primary classroom.
In line with the previous title for younger learners, the key ingredients
of manipulation, competition, surprise, movement and secrecy are
also inherent in these activities. However, the additional ingredients
of challenge and purpose are emphasised.
These are not all my original ideas but ones which have been tried,
tested and adapted in my teaching in the primary classroom. I hope
that they contribute to both your own enjoyment and the enjoyment
of your learners, as they develop their ability to be more confident
and proficient speakers of another language.

Sue Cave
April 2009
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Team games and competition
Some of the activities in this book suggest how a competitive element
can be used. I have found that competition encourages children to
participate more readily and with even greater enthusiasm than they
might do otherwise. Children who seem to be reticent, or appear to
lack confidence in using a foreign language in the classroom, often
relish the opportunity to join in with a competitive game. This seems
to be true for many boys in particular. Team games remove the
emphasis on the individual and allow children to learn, perform and
develop skills within the ‘safety’ of a group of peers.
I avoid single sex teams but try to orchestrate teams that include
a range of abilities. These teams are normally organized during a
teaching session, with new ones formed in the next lesson. However,
you could keep the same teams and develop a ‘league’ to which
points are added after each game.
As in any competition, rules are essential to ensure the smooth
running and fairness of the game. I tell the children that the teacher
is the referee and that the ‘ref’s’ decision is final! I allow the winning
team to perform a victory salute and announce, in the target
language, that they are the champions. This is a privilege given only
to the winners, which becomes respected and esteemed by all.
Team games are always popular. The children become so engrossed
that they are oblivious to the amount of practice and repetition taking
place. You might guess from this that I like team games and find them
an effective strategy in language learning. However, if you feel that it
would be more appropriate for your class to learn in a less competitive
atmosphere, most activities can be played just as well without explicit
competition.
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Links to Key Stage 2 Framework
for Language Objectives
Language learning strategies
Activities 1–11

Knowledge about language
Activities 12–35
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Objective

Activity number

O5.1

2, 36, 37, 40, 41, 67

O5.2

39

O5.3

2, 38, 42, 43, 44, 48, 49, 51, 57, 58, 59, 60

O5.4

48, 71

L5.1

43, 44, 48, 54, 56, 59, 60, 65, 67

L5.2

45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 60, 65

L5.3

47, 48, 49, 51, 54, 60

O6.1

66, 73

O6.2

70, 71, 73, 76

O6.3

43, 68

O6.4

57, 68, 69, 71, 77

L6.1

63, 64, 68, 75

L6.2

16, 62

L6.3

43, 64

L6.4

70, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76

Language learning tools
Language learning strategies
It is important that children are aware of how they learn a language. To
achieve this, frequent classroom discussion is essential and becomes
an integral and valued part of every language lesson. Very quickly and
without prompting, children share their learning strategies. Whether
memorizing and recalling language, decoding meaning, recognizing
patterns or applying prior knowledge, their ideas are often inventive,
creative and occasionally surprising.
The following activities are designed to provoke discussion about
language learning. The language in question could be the child’s first
language, the target language or even a language unfamiliar to them.

Activity 3, ‘Chinese whispers’
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Language learning strategies

1.

Language detective notebook

✦

‘Detective training’ page – encourage children to write down,
in a notebook or something similar, strategies to memorize
and practise language which work for them.

✦

‘Clues’ page – children can make a list of ways to predict
meaning and understanding based on prior knowledge,
context, tone of voice and gesture.

✦

‘Detective rules’ page – this will include information about
how the language is constructed.

✦

‘Detective procedure’ page – this will detail how to plan and
prepare for a language task, as well as how to practise new
language.

✦

‘Detective code’ page – this could contain information
about the sounds certain letters make and the best ways to
communicate with someone.

✦

‘Detective’s reference’ page – here children can keep
reminders about how to use a bi-lingual dictionary, for
instance.

✦

Encourage them to be ‘language detectives’ at all times by
writing down the strategies that work for them.
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Language learning strategies

2.

Mime a sentence

Use this activity to discuss the importance of gesture in communication.
✦

This is like charades, so it may be necessary to agree at the
start actions for ‘first word’, ‘second word’ etc, as well as a
mime for definite and indefinite articles.

✦

Whisper a sentence, or give one on a card, to a pupil to mime.

✦

The others in the group must try to identify the exact sentence
by observing the actions of their classmate.

✦

This game is made easier if the sentences being mimed are
ones which are familiar to the class, which therefore limits your
choice. However, to illustrate the importance of gesture, try
using familiar language in unfamiliar constructions.

✦

The children could devise their own sentences.
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Language learning strategies

3.

Chinese whispers

✦

Arrange the pupils in lines of about six to eight children.

✦

Whisper an unfamiliar word or sentence to the first child in the
line and say that this must be whispered down the line facing
away from the person with whom they are communicating.

✦

Ask the last child in each line to say aloud what they were
whispered and see if the result is close to the original.

✦

Repeat the activity, but this time tell the children that they
should face each other as the word is whispered.

✦

Once again, compare the final words with the original.

✦

Hopefully, the children will find that when they can see the face
of the communicator, it is easier to repeat what is being said.

✦

Use this activity to discuss the importance of being able to see
the shape of a person’s mouth when learning a new language.

✦

This activity could be repeated a third time, allowing for as
much repetition of the whispered phrase as is needed, to
reinforce this strategy.
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